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Sanctuary of the Soul
Pacific Grove’s 127-year-old 

Mayflower Building at the corner of 
Central Ave and 14th  street now hosts 
the Wellspring Church, a replant of the 
Mayflower Church.  

The Mayflower congregation felt 
the need to rename the church about 
six months ago when the Mayflower 
Church replant was underway. The 
new pastor, Tony Trabak, put up a large 
sheet of paper on the wall and asked the 
congregation to write down their ideas 
for a new name. Over several months 
of discussion and prayer, they settled on 
Wellspring Church.  Paul Davis, one of 
the church elders who has been attend-
ing this church for 55 years said “What 
I like about the name is that it reinforces 
our need for Jesus—the living water, the 
abundant source and wellspring of life.”

History:  The original Mayflower 
Church was a congregational church 
organized in 1891with a membership of 
forty. The first Mayflower Building was 
constructed two years later, but a fire de-
stroyed it only a few months afterwards. 
The present building was constructed 
in 1911, originally with twin towers 
fronting Central Avenue. Only one tower 
remains today.

The church withdrew from the Or-
ganization of Congregational Churches 
in 1953 and became a self-supporting, 
self-governing, non-denominational 
church, known as Mayflower Church of 
Pacific Grove. A separate Sunday school 
annex was constructed in 1970.

In 1989, the church become a part 
of the Presbyterian Church USA, and as-
sumed the name Mayflower Presbyterian 
Church. The Church affiliated with the 
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presby-
terians or ECO, a conservative Presbyte-
rian movement in 2015, and Wellspring 
maintains that affiliation today. The 
congregation now numbers about 150 
with 35 children.

More information is given in the  
Sanctuary of the Soul  column in the  
Cedar Street Times  December 15, 2017 
issue page 16.  

Outreach:  The Wellspring congre-
gation believes that the church is a gift 
from God and should be an integral part 
of the daily life of the community—not 
just on Sundays. To that end the Well-
spring Church is outreaching all of its 
abundant unused space to non-profit 
organizations in the community.

The Mayflower building is 26,464 
square feet.  “It is huge, historic, and a 
gift that we want to serve to the commu-
nity” said Trabak.  

Five non-profits currently use 
Wellspring space for meetings, offices 
and conferences:  Monterey Peninsula 
Voices, a choir that sings under the aus-
pices of the Monterey Peninsula Choral 
Society;  Aria  the  newest choir dedi-

Wellspring Church
“... a spring welling up to eternal life”  John 4

cated to Women’s Music on the Mon-
terey Peninsula;  Community Builders,  
matching volunteers with organizations;  
I-Help,  Interfaith Emergency Lodging 
Program for homeless; Intervaristy, a 
college campus ministry; and  NAMI,  
the National Alliance on Mental Illness.

The annex has several spacious 
rooms now available to the community 
that can be reserved for short or long 
term use, some carpeted and some with 
hardwood floors. One room is set up as 
a clubhouse with a Narnia-like wardrobe 
entrance. It is complete with a stage, 
curtains, props, a model castle, and a 
puppet-show platform. Another room, 
with a concrete floor can be used for art 
or grimy construction projects. Several 
other rooms are awaiting some commu-
nity non-profit use.

Services:  Sunday 10:15
For more information:  Call 831-

373-4705 or email  office@wellspring-
churchpg.org  website  https://www.
wellspringchurchpg.org,  Wellspring 
Church, 141 14th  St., Pacific Grove, CA 
93950.


